HOW YOUR TAPE IS ASSESSED

Results in the video component are issued in the form Fail, Pass or Pass with Merit.

Ten of the performance criteria below are preceded by (P). These are the criteria which the examiners consider to be essential for a result of Pass in consulting skills.

A further four performance criteria are preceded by (M). These are the criteria which the examiners feel must be demonstrated for a result of Pass with Merit in consulting skills.

Although it may seem unnecessary to set out all the criteria, including those on which you will not be assessed even at the level of Pass with Merit, we do so because it is important that the criteria are interpreted in the proper context. For example, the performance criterion "the doctor obtains sufficient information to include or exclude likely relevant significant conditions" does not mean that you have to carry out a full differential diagnosis. Remember that it is part of the element "obtain additional information about symptoms and details of medical history" which in turn is part of the unit "define the clinical problem(s)". You will see that it is about taking a history in the sort of detail which is compatible with safety but which takes account of the epidemiological realities of General Practice.

The examiners will watch the seven consultations on the tape submitted in respect of the Membership examination.

Each of the consultations is watched by a separate examiner, working in isolation. When all seven examiners have seen the consultations, they report their findings to a co-ordinating examiner.

If satisfactory evidence of competence in all Pass-level performance criteria has been found on at least four occasions, you can be sure your tape will pass. It is not necessary for four single consultations to demonstrate each and every PC. We appreciate that not every consultation will give you the scope to demonstrate all the Pass-level competences. Moreover (at the discretion of the examiners, the Consulting Skills Convenor and the Convenor of the Panel of Examiners), fewer than four demonstrations of competence may suffice for some PCs. However, you should aim to satisfy each PC four times in the seven consultations on your tape submitted in respect of the Membership examination.

If submitting a tape with more than seven consultations, you must ensure that the seven you wish to submit for assessment by the College are the first seven on the tape. Under no circumstances will any subsequent consultations be considered for this examination.
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